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From the (Buffalo) Gospel Advocate. 


CHRIST’S COMING TO JUDGMENT. 
A Leciure on 2 Thes. i. 6—10, delivered at Rochester, 
N. ¥. November 24, 1823, by the 


Rev. J. S. Tuomrpzon. 


—_— 


(Concltded from page 137.) 





The dispersion of the Jewish nation, according to 
the prediction of Amos, ch. ix. 9, is called in my text 
destruction, which word derived from destruo, signi- 
fies to unbuild, to decompose, or pull down. John ii. 
19. Luke xxi. 6. It may be admitted—Hosea xiii. 
9, Mat. xxi. 41. Mark xii. 9. Rom. ix. 22. 1 Thess. 
i. 9—v. 3. 2 Thess. i. 9—ii. 3. Philip. i. 29. Heb. x. 
39, and 2 Pet. iii. 7. For in all these places, the Jew- 
ish nation, as a collective body, appears to be the sub- 
ject of destruction or dispersion. But hence we can- 
not infer the annihilation of their persons, for that God 
who threatened to sift them among all nations, prom- 
ised that not one grain shall be lost, but all the seed 
of Israel shall be glorified. Amos ix. 9. Isa. xlv. 25. 
The God of eternal mercy promised to Israel, that 
though he make a full end of all nations, whither he 
has scattered them, yet will he not make a full end of 
them, but correct them in measure,and not leave them 
wholly unpunished. Jer. xxx. 11—xlvi. 28. How aw- 
fully this prophecy has been fulfilled. Hear its accom- 
plishment in the words of the Jews themselves. ‘‘Ro- 
mans, Persians, Saracens, Christians, Mahometans, ev- | 
ery nation and sect, have successively raised their 





‘and whilst he beheld the dead piled under the walls, 





arms against us; and fromthe Nile to the Vistula, | 
from the Tagus to the Nuphrates, every country has) 
seen our blood flowing.” Destruction, olefhron in my | 
text, is the Kolassis, punishment, Mat. xxv. 46, into | 
which the unbelieving Jews went away—The aionian | 
judgment, or, as some MSS, have it, Kolassis, of which | 
they who blasphemed the Holy Spirit,were in danger. | 
Mark iii. 29—The blindness which has happened to. 
them until the fulness of the Gentiles come. Rom. xi. | 
25. This Kolasis is produced by fear, or apprehension | 
1 John iv. 18, and is the effect of unbelief. The se-' 
verity of God’s judgments on this unhappy people is | 
set forth under the metaphor of a furnace of fire, Ez. ; 
xxii. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. Isa. xxxi. 9. Mat. xiii. 42, 
into which God predicted he would gather them as 
men gather lead and tin, and melt them in the midst 
of his furnace, which was in Jerusalem. This prophe- 
cy was verified at the destruction of Jerusalem by Ti- 
tus, the Roman general. Christ foretold that dread- 
lul period should be a time of trouble, such as {there 


never was.no, nor ever should be hereafter. Mat. xxiv. | 


21. Here permit me to remark, this text alone is suf- | 
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Above 2,000 laid violent hands on themselves. 97,000 
were sold slaves. 11,000 were starved to death under 
one leader. A lady of rank was seen to murder and 
eat herown child. Manneus, a Jew, who fled to Ti: 
tus, affirmed that from the beginning of the siege on 
the 14th of April, to the Ist of July, 115,880 dead bo- 
dieshad been carried out through one gate, of which 
the keeping had been committed‘to ‘him. Many res- 
pectable deserters assured Titus that not less than 
600,000 poor had been cast out at the different gates ; 


raised his hands to heaven, and protested he had not 
been the cause of this deplorable calamity. Moreover, 
the Jews who had been vanquished by the army of 
Vespasiah, having fled to their ships, were pursued by 
a horrible tempest, which dashed their vessels against 
each other, and against the rocks, so that the raging 
billows were literally stained with blood, and 4,200 
dead bodies were strewed along the shore. 

On the 10th of August, A. D. 70, 1030 years from 
the foundation of the first temple by Solomon, and 639 | 
after it had been rebuilt by Haggai; that fatal day 
on which it had formerly been destroyed by the king | 
of Babylon, a Roman soldier,contrary to the command 
of Titus, urged, as he declared, by a divine impulse, 
threw a flaming brand into the golden window of the 
temple, which instantly set the building in flames. The 
Romans ranged the streets murdering all without dis- 
tinction, till the dead bodies choked up the alleys,and 
the blood literally flowed in streams down the chan- 
nels of the city. On the 8th of Sept. A. D. 70, the 
siege terminated, leaving Jerusalem, the subject of a 
thousand prophecies, and once the praise of the earth, 
destroyed by the flame, bleeding on every side, and 
sunk in ruin and desolation. Sixty-four years after 
the destruction of that capital, the Jews rebelled a- 
gainst the Roman government under the administra- 
tion of Adrian. He demolished 986 of their best towns, 
and slew 585,000 by the edge of the sword, besides 
countless numbers which perished by famine, sickness, 
and fire. Judea was depopulated, and an incredible 
number of its inhabitants sold like horses, and disper- 
sed over the face of the earth. Surely these were the 
days of vengeance, in which all things that were writ- 
ten were accomplished. Luke xxi. 22. 

Some have wildly imagined that the fire in which 





at the beginning of the war the christians were wara- 
ed to escape to Pella beyond Jordan, in the country of 
Perea, where they were preserved. Josephus remarks 
that when Cestius Gallus, President of Syria, had be- 
sieged Jerusalem and taken the lower city, and might _ 
have taken the upper, and immediately put an end to 
the war, he suddenly quit the siege without any visi- 
ble cause, and then many fled out of the city, as from 
a sinking ship. Bell. Jud. L. 2, c. 40. Christ fore~ 
warned his followers to flee to the motintains as sen 
as they should see Jerusalem encompassed with armies. 
Chey obeyed, and were, as Joel predicted, saved from 
destruction with a great deliverance. Matthe w,Mark, 
and Paul are peculiarly careful to connect the time of 
the gathering of the saints with that of the coming of 
the Son of Man. Matt. xxiv. 3l—xxv. 31. Mark xiii 
27. 2 Thess. ii. 1. These passages of scripture may 
be referred to Ps.1.5. Gather my saints upto me. 
Zech. xiv. 5. The Lord shall come and all his saints. 
Bishop Newton justly observes, Diss. 20, on the ‘pro- 
phecies, ‘* This is all in the style and phraseology of 
the prophets ; but stripped of figure. only means -that 
after the destruction of Jerusalem, Christ by his an- 


| gels, or ministers of the gospel, would collect a glori- 


ous church and people, having thrust out the Jews 
from the kingdom of God. Nothing ever tended so 
powerfully and directly to the establishment of chris- 
tianity as the dispersion of the Jewish nation and abo- 
lition of the temple service.” 

The greatest part of the converts to christianity du- 
ring the apostolic age were Jews, or proselytes to their 
religion. Actsavii. 4. These being all zealous of the 
law, Acts xxi. 20, persevered in synagogue wofship,in 
which also many of the Gentiles joined, especially 
those of Corinth, Galatia, Phillippi, and Thessalonica. 
Thousands of these Judaising christians attended the 
grand festival at Jerusalem, beheld the signs of our 
Lord’s coming and the confirmation of all their hopes 
by the manifestation of our Saviour’s faithfulness and 
exalted majesty. Perceiving the design of God to a- 
bolish the temple and synagogue services, and set up 
a more pure, simple, and spiritual worship, they be- 
took themselves to the more sacred services of the now 
and better covenant. ‘Thus faith being established in 
the truth of Christ’s Mission, they immediately form- 
ed churches, and laid the foundation of that kingdom 
of God and heaven so frequently noticed by the sa- 





| Christ appeared was a sign of divine vengeance, and 
will be the very instrument of destruction. But sure- 
ly, if our bodies be changed, or raised incorruptible 
and immortal, such bodies shall be as able to abide the 
fire, as Christ. If, then, Christ endure no pain by ap- 
pearing in fire, neither will we, nor can it torment us 
more than our judge ! Let such gross ideas be ban- 
ished from all rational minds. 

2. Another design of Christ’s coming was to 





~* 


| cred writers. 








ficient to overthrow the Pagan doctrines of hell and ' gather together his elect, or his saints, i. e. the 
endless misery. If there were not another in the Bi- | christians from the four winds of heaven, and cause 
ble opposed to these horrible dogmas, it would be im- them to come from the east and from the west, from 
Perative on all men to deny its authenticity, or aban- the north and from the south, and sit down in the 
don the terrific doctrine of eternal torture. ‘ If,” says kingdom of God. Matt. viii. 11—xxiv. 31. Our Lord 
Josephus, ‘ all the misfortunes of all nations from the encouraged the christians, on seeing the signs that 
beginning of the world were compared with those preceded the destruction of Jerusalem, to lift up their 
which befel the Jews, they would appear much lessin heads, for then the day of their redemption drew 
Comparison. The destruction of this people exceeded nigh, and the kingdom of God was at hand. Luke 
all the destructions God or man ever brought on the xxi. 28, 31—Joel ii. 30,had foretold that whosoever 


World.” He calculates 1,100,000 were destroyed ii }should call on the name of the Lord should be saved 
should come on the unbe- 


Accordingly, Eusebius’ Hist. Ecel. L. 


the siege, 237,000 who perished in other places, be- | from the c2!amities which 


Hence in that day of Christ’s triumph 
over the rebellious Jews, who would not have him to 
reign over them ; in that day of the establishment of 
christianity, and gathering of the elect, Christ was 
glorified by his saints, and admired by all that believ- 
ed. 2 Thess. i. 10. 

This gathering together of the elect at the estab- 
lishment of christianity is the first resurrection, and 
the second death, or destruction of the apostolic Jews 
had no power over the christians who fell not away 
in the general apostacy. Rev. ii. 11. This was the 
time when the dead, small and great, stood before 
God, and avere judged every one out of the books ac- 
cording to their works. Rev. xx. 11, 12. The com- 
ing of the Son of Man, when every one was rewarded 
according to his works. Matt. xvi. 27. The time 
when the wicked as goats were sent away into aioni- 
on correction ;—and the righteous shone forth as the 
sun, in the kingdom of their Father. Matt. xxv. 46— 
xiii. 43. 

This was the honr in which all that were in their 





‘ides innumerable multitudes swept away by famine lieving Jews. 
and Pestilence,of which no calculation could be made. | 3, c. 5; and Epiphanius, Her. Naz. s. 7, inform us that 





graves heard the voice of the Son of God, and came 
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"POR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


REMARKS, 
ON THE DIVINE AFFECTION FOR 
JACOB AND ESAU. 


forth, some | 
life ; others 
exclusion from the gospel privileges, beeause of unbe- 
lief. John v. 29. Heb. iv. 6. See also Dan. xii. 2, es- 
pecially the end of the 7th, v. This was the day God 
had appointed to judge the world by the man whom “an 
he had ordained. Acts xvii. 31. 1 know of no other + 45 it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have 
coming to judgment, no other general judgment I hated.” —Rom. ix. 13. 

according to works. 


How absurdly do predestinarians who believe God of these words, we consider not only highly derogatory 
crt st vf ~ a " ae chen a ome to the Divine character, but also in direct contrariety 
tion o e world, almos e whole christian world! |, i. testimony of th 4 ecriptures. - This e&- 

; ; y of the sacred scriptures. 
whe Deere 285? destiny a tos ae ett. ee planation embraces the opinion that God really abhor- 
of a future general ay pal “ , we : “ ed, detested, abominated Esau; in a word, that he 
ver aee treet ts rae Ppa Hag tt a os hated him in the worst sense which we apply to that 
, : ; f term. In vain have we said to them, that such a 
pO ike. ioe mada greagamier ngs thought was an impeachment of the Sbeiindaiee 

' ; ¢ ; they think they see the brightest rays of God’s glory 
matiiely Goud cetence pny al ° gua pati manifested, on the one hand, in the distinguishing 
' >| goodness which made Jacob a monument of mercy, and 
. 5 5) 
mee pe of nae eee Pay supposing that | 4. the other, in the justice which consigned Esau to 
e needs to reconsider his pas , —— 
eternal abomination and woe. 

Christ plainly declares the Father judgeth noman.| But we have some serious and, as we think, weighty 
John v. 22. He as plainly — that he judges no/ objections to offer against such an explanation of the 
man. John viii. 15—xii. 47. ‘ho then will hold this | words which we have ted f ; 

: : quoted from the apostle. 
fanciful tribunal, palces which the whole world must| 4, It is-said in the scriptures that God loves the world. 
be convoked ? Ww here shall they assemble, on, Went Oey Saviour said, ‘* God so loved the world that he 
plain shall be large enough to afford a arene — of | gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
the convocatory? Hear ye deaf the words of Christ. | ip him should not perish but have everlasting life.”— 





ZINE. 
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much more agreeable to the known character of Goa 
and the general tenor of the scriptures to understand 
it so, in the passage before us. We will quote some 
passages in which the word hate is used in this sense. 
‘* No man can serve two masters; for either he wil] 
hate the one and love the other; or else he will hold 
to the one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon.” Mat. vi. 24. Now the obvious 
sense of this is, that he cannot love them both. He 


The explanation which predestinarians have given | may love God without hating mammon, as we gener- 


ally use the word hate: For one that never heard of 
this false God, may love Jehovah. ‘* Ye cannot serve. 
God and mamnmon ;” but ye may serve God without 
doing any acts of positive violence to mammon. 4. 
gain, ** He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he 
that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 
eternal.” John xii: 25. It is not reasonable to sup- 
pose that we should absolutely hate to live, that we 
should abhor, detest life ; but that we should make it 
a minor consideration compared to our duty to and love 
of our Saviour. The patriotic, courageous warrior, 
may desire to live ; in one sense, he may love his life; 
but yet this may become entirely a minor consideration, 
when compared with his love of his country. The lat- 
ter is his superior, more elevated affection. He may, 
in a scripture use of the word, be said to hate his life. 
Our Saviour said, ** If any man come to me, and hate 
not his father, and mother, and wile and children, and 
brethren and sisters, yea, and bis own life also, he 





fohn xii. 48. ‘ The word, or doctrine that I have) He joves us while we are sinners. ‘ God commend- 
spoken, the same shall judge him.” eth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin- 
But, cries one, will not the judgment be after death | Sers, Christ died for us.” Rom. v. 8. ** But God who 
as Paul says, Heb. ix. 27. Ianswerno. Paul says’ is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved | 
no such thing. His reasoning determines that Christ | us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
died only once as other men. But after this, the death together with Christ.’’ Eph.ii. 4,5. Now if God loves | 
of Christ, the judgment. Hark! This judgment was | sinners, all sinners, the world, is it not wrong to inter- 
an eternal and universal acquittal ; for this jadgment | pret the words concerning which we are writing, in the 
came upon all men to justification of life! Rom. v. way which we have noticed. 
18. By one offering he perfected forever all that were} 2. God commands us to love mankind, not only our 
sanctified, and obtained eternal redemption. Heb. ix. | friends and neighbors, but our enemies. Christ con- 
{2—x. 14. demned the doctrine which inculcated the love of neigh- 
The whole fable of a judgment after death, arose | bors only. ‘* Ye have heard,” saith he, “ that it hath 
from the Egyptian funeral ceremonies. The corpse | been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate 
was conducted in a boat over the lake Acherusia,and | thine enemy. But I say unto you, love your enemies, 
Charon, the ferryman, having produced the body on bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
the opposite shore, the Magistrate passed judgment | you, and pray for them which despitefully use you 
upon it, whether it should be buried or not. This| and persecute you.” Mat. v. 43, 44. 
ceremony administered sufficient data to the fertile 


genius of Orpheus, for the whole story about hell and! to do any thing which he will not do? If he does not 





Tlere the love 


cannot be my disciple.’ Luke xiv. 26. What chris- 
tian feels disposed to contend that, ** ade” here means, 
dislike, abhorrence, abomination? Is it not much more 
reasonable and consoling to think our Saviour here us- 
ed the word to siguify a less degree of love? Is it 
agreeable to his character, or the scriptures generally 
to understand him as meaning that we must utterly de- 
test and abhor our nearest and dearest relations? His 
evident meaning was, that his disciples should lore 
them less than him. Matthew gives our Saviour’s 
meaning in this way: ** Ie that loveth father or moth- 
er more than me is uot worthy of me; and he that loy- 
eth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.” 
We may love our fathers and mothers, our brothers 
and sisters. Christ does not find fault for this. But 
we must love our Saviour more. He is our best 
friend: He laid down bis life for us. When he says, 
‘Ifa man come to me, and hate not his father and 


|mother, and wife and children, and brethren and sis- 
of enemies iscommanded. But does God command us | ters, yea and his own life also, he cannot be my disci- 


le,’’ the best rules of criticism bid us not to under- 
pie, 





the judgment after death.—See Rollin’s Hist. vol. 1, | love his enemies, why should he command us to love 
and Chateaubriand’s travels. The bible says nothing, | ours? Christ says, * Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
of a judgment after death, nor of Christ’s coming : i 
tosueha judgment. All is fancy—all tradition—all 
paganism! ‘The evangelical judgment is during life. 
Every day we stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ, and receive in body according to that which 
we have done. 2Cor. v. 10. We have seen by this 





'as he is perfect without breaking his commandments.— 
God is a perfect being. If he, in the worst sense of 
| the word, hate sinners, his perfection consists in thus 


hating them. But we know this is wrong, for he c 

: ‘ ~ ; om- 

discourse, that God recompensed tribulation to the mands us to love our enemies, and, in dohig this, we 
° ? 


persecuting Jews in this life, and to the troubled fol-! are perfect, asour Father in heaven, is perfect 

rowers of Jesus, tranquility. What countless myriads! John says, ** He that saith he mi the light and 
of the former became the sport of war, horror, and de- hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now He 
struction ; to the latter, the sun of righteousness ari- | shai loveth his brother abideth in the light. We know 
ses with healing in his wings! Not one christian per- thet we have passed from death unto life, because we 
ished in the deluge of blood and devastation ; for he love the brethren: he that loveth not his brother abideth 
who knows to deliver the godly out of temptation, and! in death. Whosoever hatcth his brother is a m urdcrer. 
reserve the unjust to the day of judgment, 2Peterii. Jf aman say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is 
9, he said, not a hair of their heads should perish.— a liar.” This scripture shews us that it is a divine 
Luke xxi. 13. Who can seriously reflect on these | command for us tolove mankind. Now we may ask, 
equitable arrangements of Providence, and not exclaim, | if God, in the worst sense, hate Esau, how can we 
Verily there is a reward for the righteous ; there is a' obey his commandments, and endeavor to imitate his 
God who judgeth in the earth? Ps. 68,11. The example also? We cannot; and yet we are com- 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, much more 'manded to do both. Rather than'to think God 
the wicked and the sinner! Prov. xi. 31.—AmeEn, 'thus inconsistent with himself, I should choose to see 


if we have not entertained wrong views of his affection 


‘stand hate in its rigorous sense, but as signifying a 
less degree of love. We read in Genesis that the 


your Father, which is in heaven is perfect.” Now, it | Lord saw Leah was hated, and therefore did her a fa- 
God does not love his enemies, we canuot be perfect ! 


vor; and Leah then said ny husband will love me.— 
But we read (Gen. xxix. 30,) that Jacob “loved Ra- 
chel more than Leah.’? This implies that he loved 
Leah in a degree ; but he **lored Rachel more.”— 
Who can deny that ** hate” must often have the sense 
for which we contend? Once more, and we will pro- 
ceed. God, by Jeremiah, (Jer. xii. 7, 8,) says, “J 
have forsaken mine house, I have left mine heritage; 
lhave given the dearly beloved of my soul into the hand 
of her enemies. Mine heritage is uuto me as a lion in 
the forest; it crieth out against me: therefore have I 
hated it.” Notwithstanding God hated this in one 
sense, in another it was the dearly beloved of his soul ; 
and he who reads the chapter through will find suffi- 
cient evidence of divine love toward Israel. 

What we have said will enable us to understand the 
expression, ‘* Jacob have I loved ; but Esau have J hat- 
ed.” God did not abhor Esau. He loved him, as he 
does other sinners worse than he; but he loved Jacob 
more. There is suificient proof in the life of Esau that 
God loved him, even after Jacob had clandestinely 


gotten his blessing from him. 





| for Esau. 
‘‘ Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain | The word hate is often used in the scriptures. com- | 
mercy.”’ | paritively, to signify a less degree of love. Ani it i: 


° $ 
But the reader may feel disposed to ask, how Gad’s 
superior love of Jacob can be consistent with his ac 


-suowiedged impartiality. Why should he love Jacob 





























more than Esau? Can we discover the propriety of 
this? It may be said in answer, that generally speak- 
ing God may not have loved Jacob any more than 
he did Esau. But ina particular instance, in view of 
4 certain fact, God may have had-a peculiar care and 
affection for Jacob. He was one of that line in which 
the promises of God run down to after generations, and 
from which Jesus Christ nimself descended. A prom- 
ice was given to him as well as his father and grand- 
father, Isanc and Abraham, that in his seed (which is 
Christ) all the families of the earth should be blessed. 
He was one of the instruments by which the scheme of | 
redemption whose certain end is the salvation of all 
men. is to be executed. And God’s peculiar care and 
affection for Jacob may have originated in his univer | 
sal love and goodness. There is nothing unnatural in 

this supposition. A kind and impartial father may find 
it necessary to the good of all his children, that he 
should devise a plan for their future welfare ; and 
equally as necessary that the knowledge of this should 
be communicated to his eldest son only, by whom it is 
to be carried into execution. It might be necessary 
that this son should be trained up in a peculiar manner, 
that the father should be particularly careful of him.— 
All this he is induced to do by his ardent love for all 
the rest. And when the plan is executed, every one 
is enabled to see that the father was friendly to the 
whole family. The promise to Jacob was that in his 
seed all the families of the earth should be blessed.” — 
Esau and his, were one of these. ‘This agrees with the 
impartiality of God. He loved Jacob more than Esau ; 
but this only because he was one of those by whom 
the plan was to be executed which was to hless Fsau 

and all mandind. There is nothing in the history of} 
Jacob and Esau which does not agree with what we | 
have written; and I think ali must allow that it is not 
only more congenial to the benevolence of our feelings, 
but also more agreeable to what we know of God’s 
RimcHARDs. 


character and works. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


The Rev. Mr. Wayland’s 
MISSIONARY SERMON. 


A hope is entertained that by makin, a few extracts 
from this Sermon, and some few remarks on the same, 
no offence will be given either to its author or its 
patrons, for whom the writer of this communication 
would wish to cherish a due respect. 


“Ist. THE GRANDEUR OF THE OBJECT. In the 
most enlarged sense of the terms, The Field is the 
World. Our design is radically to affect the temporal 
and eternal interests of the whole race of man. We 
have surveyed this field statistically, and find, that of 
the eight hundred millions who inhabit our globe, but 
two hundred millions have any knowledge of the reli- 
s'on of Jesus Christ. Of these, we are willing to al- 
low that but one half are his real disciples, and that 
therefore there are seven of the eight hundred millions 
to whom the gospel must be sent.”’—p. 12. 





That the reader may understand that the preacher 
believes and maintains, that as seven is to one, so is 
the number of the human race, who are to suffer eter- 
nal misery, to the number which will enjoy eternal 
happiness, the following from page 18th is here 
quoted. 


“ We have considered these beings as immortal, and 
candidates for an eternity of happiness or misery. And 
We cannot avoid the belief that they are exposed to 
eternal misery. Here you will observe the question 
— US is not, whether a heathen, unlearned in the 
s°spel, can be saved. We are willing to admit that 


of he But if he be saved, he must possess holiness 
Lo roe for without holiness no man shall see the 
rd, 


And where shall we find holy heathen ? Where 
the vestige of purity of heart among unevan- 
nations? It is in vain to talk about the inno- 


relized 


It is in vain to tel 


“ence of these children of nature. 


oo 
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us of their graceful mythology. Their gods are such 


as lust makes welcome. Of their very religious servi- 
ces, it is a shame even to speak. To settle the ques- 
tion concerning their future destiny, it would only 
seem necessary to ask, What would be the character 
of that future state, in which those principles of heart 
which the whole history of the heathen world develops, 
were suffered to operate in their unrestrained maligni- 
ty ’—No! solemn as is the thought, we do believe, 
that dying in their present state, they will be exposed 
to all that is awful in the wrath of Almighty God.” 

According to the doctrine which the preacher main- 
tains in the above quoted passages from his Sermon, 
every generation of the human family furnishes seven 
hundred millions of rational beings for the kingdom of 
eternal darkness and misery, and only one hundred 
million for that of divine light and glory ! 

It is entirely unnecessary to go through a process of 
reasoning, in order to show that this doctrine gives a 
character to our Father in heaven, which is far more 
shocking to the prineiples of humanity, than that of 
any of the idols ofthe heathen. Speaking of the heath- 
en idols, the preacher says ; ** Their gods are such as 
lust makes welcome.” And certain it is, that his god 
is such as revenge makes welcome. His words are the 


‘following ; ‘* Solemn as is the thought, we do believe, 


that dying in their present state, they will be exposed 
to all that is awful in the wrath of Almighty God.”— 


| And this wrath, according to what he lays down, re- 


sults in their ** eternal misery.” What then does this 
scheme, which the advocates of missions endeavor to 
maintain, aim to save men from? ‘The answer is, from 
eternal misery to which the wrath of their god would 
otherwise consign them! A hope is cherished that 


. they will not find fault because we use the small g in 


spelling the word god, as does the preacher when he 
has occasion to spell the word when used to designate 
a heathen idol ; for we cannot allow his god any more 
dignity than we allow the idols of the most supersti- 
tious people on earth. 

*uppose we allow ourselves to compare the qualities 
of these idols. Those of the heathen are such as are 
indulgent to lust ; & his god is peculiar for being indul- 
gent to wrath. Now reader, judge which is the worst. 
The god which missionary divines preach, isa god, 
whose wrath cannot be appeased short of sending seven 
hundred millions out of every eight hundred millions of 
the human family, to a state of ** eternal torment !” 

It certainly cannot be deemed improper to ask, what 
these seven hundred millions of each generation have 
done, which has so provoked this fearful idol to sueh 
relentless fury? He is a god concerning whom these 
millions have never had any knowledge. They have 
never had the means of knowing that there was such 
an almighty fury in the universe; nor can they know 
this until our missionary divines go to them and give 
them this information. Yet if they die ignorant of this 
god, itseems that this is to be reckoned as the infinite 
offence. This god, which this preacher holds up, 
seems to have been very quiet in ages past in regard 
to the heathen world, so far as it respects them in this 
mortal state; but he reserves his unspeakable ven- 
geance until he finds these ignorant beings in another 
state ef existence, where he no longer restrains his fu- 
ry, but gives it full vent forever! 

If we indulge in any thing like criticism, it will be 
necessary to guard against any unreasonable effects 
arising from the discovery of absurdities the most pal- 
pable. What does our preacher suppose that the 
wrath of his god, in the eternal state is to be manifest- 
edin? ‘The following are his words, above quoted, 
which give the answer ; ** To settle the question con- 
cerning their future destiny,it would only seem neces- 


sary to ask, what would be the character of that future 


state, in which those principles of heart which the 
whole history of the heathen world develops, were suf- 
fered to operate in their unrestrained malignity ?””— 
| This question settles the whole inquiry respecting the 
future state of all the heathen. This question pre: 














sents us with ‘all that is awful in the wrath of ai- 
mighty God.’? What is the amount of this vast con- 
cerh, now it is settled. It is this; all the heathen are 
to be indulged, and that witbout the least constraint, 
in running an eternal course agreeable to all the vile 
lusts, an* perverse principles of heart, which have 
characterised them in this world! This inference 
then follows; God is so offended at what the heathen 
do in this world, that he appoints them to the same 
employment, without any restraint, to all eternity! 

Notwithstanding the preacher has consigned such 
an overwhelming majority of the human race to a state 
of eternal misery, yet he is inconsistent enough to say, 
as above quoted; *‘ Our design is radically to affect 
the temporal and eternal interests of the whole human 
race.” But how he expects that the missionary 
scheme is to affect the temporal and eternal interest of 
the many millions of the human race, who have alrea- 
dy gone into the eternal world, where they must en- 
dure *‘ all that is awful in the wrath of Almighty 
God,” and that eternally, is what he has not told us, 
and is what we do not know. Surely those who are 
gone into the eternal world are as really of the human 
race as those who are now on the stage of mortal life.. 

Speaking of the missionary’s undertaking, the preach- 
er says, on page 24: 

‘** This undertaking calls for self-denial of the high- 
est and holiest character. He who engages in it must, 
at the very outset, dismiss every wish to stipulate for 
any thing but the mere favor of God.” 

We do not wonder at the disconsolate looks of those 
dejected mortals, who devote themselves to goon foreign 
missions, if they are allowed to stipulate for “ nothing 
but the mere favor of the god in whom they profess to 
to believe, and whose wrath consigns seven out of 
eight of the human race to a state of ‘eternal misery.’ *” 
But if an enlightened christian were asked, what he 
could desire, either for the enjoyments of this or the 
coming world, besides the favor of that God, who is 
the Father of lights, from whom proceeds every good 
gift and every perfect gift, and with whom there is no 
variablexess nor shadow of turning, he would answer, 
nothing. 

This expression of the preacher is very singular, to 
say the least. Nothing ‘** but the mere favor of God.” 
Are not all our enjoyments of time, and those for which 
we hope in eternity the favors of God? Surely they are. 
If we should examine this self-denial, and inquire more 
minutely into the favor embraced in the missionary’s 
stipulation, it is confidently believed, that if money 
could have the power of animal nature, it would be- 
come as clamorous in our ears as were the sheep and 
oxen in the ears of Samuel, the prophet, which Saul 
bad saved from the spoils of Amalek. In fact, if that 
noise, of which Samuel complained, was as grating to 
his ears, as is the cry of our clergy for money, to the 
ear that is open to the cries of the widow and the fath- 
erless, there is no wonder at the conduct of the pro- 
phet, on that occasion. 

But we must stop ; not however until we make a 
calculation of the probable success of missions, data 
for which we have the preacher’s statement on this 
24th page. Speaking of the perseverance of missiona- 
ries, he speaks of some in Greenland and the South- 
sea islands, who labored fifteen or twenty years with- 
out success, and finding no fruit produced from their - 
labors, determined to continue uutildeath. The ques- 
tion then may be stated thus ; if those missionaries la- 
bored fifteen or twenty years and effected nothing, how 
long will it take to convert all mankind? 

These remarks are made in haste, for the good rea- 
son, that time is too precious, and business too urgent 
to allow many minutes for their arrangement. ‘They 
may, perhaps, induce the friends of missions, to believe 
that the writer feels little or no interest in the eternal 
welfare of mankind; but the fact is, he cannot per- 
suade himself to believe, that our clergy, who beg 
money in every shape whieh they can invent, for what 
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they call the pious cause of missions, are any more 
friendly to the human race THAN THE GRACIOUS 
Creator HiMseE.r. 

If this remark should induce the question whether 
we ought to use no means to convince the world of the 
truth of the christian dispensation, it may be safe to 
reply, that the Saviour has informed us, in fis prayer 
to his Father, the means by which this conviction will 
be given tothe world. See John xvii. 20—23, “‘Neith- 
er pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word, that they all may 
be one ; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us; that the world may be- 
lieve that thou hast sent me. And the glory which 
thougavest me I have given them ; that they may be 
one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one; and that the 
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast lov- 
ed them as thou hast loved me.” It appears, accord- 
ing to our Saviour’s words, here quoted, that our cler- 
gy, who put our country to such an immense expense, 
and their pupils to the trouble of compassing sea and 
land, to make proselytes, might dispense with all this ; 
and by becomifig all united in the spirit of Christ, so 
that no contentions nor animosities should disturb the 
whole commonwealth of our christian Israel; so that 
one communion should embrace all who profess the 
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to be the Saviour of the world. 








SELECTED. 


EVENING. 


When the sun bas retir’d, and the shadows of night 
On nature around are begmning to fall, 

Hlow sweet "tis to walk by the moon-beam’s pale light, | 
And scenes of past pleasure in fancy recall. 


Then the troubles and care of each fleeting day, 
We forget as the dear dreams of happiness rise, 

And the fears for the future soon vanish away, 
As hope’s gayest visions appear to our eyes. 


Now the tumults of day are all sunk to rest, 
And the air is disturb’d by no grating sound, 
The wild trobs of passion which beat in the breast, 
Are quick and as calm as the stillness around. 


No scenes to affect us, no cares to annoy, 
Unseen and unheeded in silence we rove ; 

To the warm tears of grief, or the transports of joy, 
Succeeds the mild glow of devotion and love. 


And thus when the evening of life shall come on, 
When the pleasures we foliow’d nolonger can please, 
May the memory of joy now faded and gone, 
Cause each sign and each murmur of sorrow to cease. 


The soul- cheering hope, that the next coming morn, 
With far greater raciance and glory will shine, 

That a far brighter heav’n will light up the dawn 
Of eternity’s day, with splendor divine. 











FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


GQD’S LOVE OF THE WORLD. 


Isaiah, in the name ef God, asks this very interest- 
ing question : ‘ Cana woman forget her sucking child, 
that she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb?” The question is answered, ‘* yea, they may 
forget ;” but Jehovah asseverates, ** yet eeill I not for- 
gel thee.’ What in ail nature could be chosen better 
calculated than this circumstance to shew the great- 
ness and strength of God’s love to men? Even if such 
an uncommon and unnatural thing should happen, that 
a mother should forget her child, in that very time 

when it would, if ever, engross her affection and care, 








name of Christ, they would then present the world | does not. 
with the proper evidence, that the Father sent the Son | that no one will be eternally lost? Let us see what a 
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peor has said to murmuring Zion, “* Yet will I not for- 
get thee.” This shews us it is more probable, that the 
strongest affections of nature will die, when every thing 
‘which can have any influence is tending to strengthen 
| them, than that God will cease to love mankind. 

| Now, with this precious truth pressing heavily upon 
‘our minds, as it must, let us consider some of the ex- 
| pressions and conduct of the opposers of Universalism. 
‘It is well known, that when they labor to prevent peo- 
| ple from believing what they call, a soul-destroying 
‘heresy, they say that they are induced to do this by 
' their love of poor deluded souls. They see them pleas- 
| ingly led down to eternal torment by this doctrine, and 
| they are almost petrified with horror to think of it: 
they yearn for them: they cannot quiet their con- 
sciences until they have warned them to flee from the 
wrath to come; and they go, with their eyes full of 
tears, to conjure them by their desire of their soul’s 
good to give up such an offensive, injurious error. If 
we ask, who is going thus dreadfully to torment their 
souls for believing this doctrine, the answer is, God.— 
If we ask, from whose wrath to come do you warn 
those who believe this doctrine to flee, the answer is, 
from God’s. Now the question which I would ask is, 
how happens it that these people love their fellow men 
so much more than God does? They would prevent 
the spread of this doctrine, if they could; but God 
Is it not plain, ifGod is as good as they are, 





mother, having power, would do, were her sucking 
child in a dangerous situation. If she saw it careless- 
ly playing witn a venomous serpent which she with 
one blow might kill, would she not kill it, or take her 
childaway? If she were to see it neara dreadful pre- 
cipice towards which it was unsuspectingly stretching 
itself, that it might look over, would she not suatch it 
away? Ifshe were to see it creeping toward a fire, 
with its little hand already raised to grasp the flame, 
would she not make a great exertion to get to it, that 
she might prevent its burning itself? Who would‘ 
think of answering such questions in the negative ? And 
yet it is contended, that the God of all mercy and 
grace, immensely powerful, who is able to controul all 
things, permits his offspring to plunge head long into 
irremediable woe. May we not safely contradict this ? 
Has not God represented his care of men to be more 
constant than that of a mother for her sucking child ?— 
Reader—pause one moment, I beseech you. 
a father? Consider your love of your children. Weigh 
it well. What will it induce you to do for their good? 
Could you see one burn to death, or drown, without 
risking your life tosave it? Are youa mother? Could 
you see your infant struggling in the agonies of death, 
if it were in your power to give relief? Are youahus- 
band? If you see the companion of your bosom in the 
most delicate and dangerous circumstances, what 
would your love of her induce you todo? Would you 
not at least risk your life for good? After you have 
ascertained the strength and extent of your affection, 
remember that it is nothing compared with that of 
God to man. And when you have ascertained what 
you would do for the assistance of your relatives in 
their distress, remember that God, infinitely greater 
than you in power, wisdom and goodness, will do infi- 
nitely more. These two things appear to be certain : 

1. That the opposers of Universalism, in their lam- 
entations about the awful condition of those who be- 
lieve that doctrine, represent themselves to be better 
than they represent God to be. And, 

2. Allowing all they say of themselves to be true, 
God is infinitely better than they. So, there is not so 
great a cause of alarm as many people imagine! for 
God will see that no very scrious evil arises from the 
believing of Universalism. This is predicated upon 
the fact, that God loves the world, and is willing to do 
as much good as the opposers of this doctrine. 

But I have very strong suspicion that these people's 
[love of souls is a pretence, and that their motive in 


Are you 

















thus lamenting about the ruin of souls js to g 
selytes. Whocan think they care so much abo 
when they leave them to eternal ruin, as they say, so 
calmly and deliberately, and with such a placid re. 
conciliation to the supposed will of God? After fruit- 
less endeavors to proselyte them, they scem sometimes 
to give them up without any emotion but that of an- 
ger. And how fondly do they appear to cherish the 
thought, that in heaven they shall rejoice at the mise- 
ries of the damned. They incautiously betray them. 
selves. They must be more careful, if they would 
have us think they love souls. Who knows but their 
motive in warning people against Universalism is, to 
make proselytes, that they may be assisted in main- 
taining their clergy, and that their houses of Worship 
may be filled on the Sabbath day? 

But however this may be, I would have people re- 
member, what is the title of this article—God’s lore of 
the world. Remember that it is superior toa mother’s 
love of her sucking child; and therefore, allowing our 
opposers are as good as they say they are, God is bet- 
ter, and will do every thing necessasy to proniote our 
happiness. Let us remember it, lest we represent our 
own goodness and love to be superior to the goodness 
and love of God. Ricitarps. 


ain pro- 
ut souls, 
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Messrs. Editors,—Are there not some peculiar and 
discriminating characteristics whereby we may cer-_ 
tainly know the genuine inspired writings from those 
that are spurious ? I remember, more than half a cen- 
tury past,that a minister, on being questioned on what 
ground he believed the Songs of Solomon were writ- 
ten under divine inspiration, replied “ J know they 
were /? This peremptory decision passed tolerably 
well in those days; but at this enlightened era, | 
trust it will not be thought criminal or presumptuous 
to ask for some evidence. Were those Songs admit- 
ted as a part of the Jewish scriptures before the days 
of Origen; whom Mr. Buck calls 
allegorizer.”> I ask whether any 
their divine authority exists now, than in the days of 
Christ and his apostles? I well know there are many, 
besides the Roman Catholics, who consider that book 
a Religious Allegory ! 
the proof ? 


‘* that everlasting 
better evidence of 


But is this credible? Where is 
No doubt the 700 wives of Solomon, being 
all brought up idolaters, continued such through life : 
and we are expressly told, that his Fgyptian love-sick 
Queen, who makes such a prominent figure in those 
Canticles, was one of those for whom “he built high 
places ;°? and with whom he probably worshipped in 
his apostate old age. See 1 Kings xi. . 

It appears to me, that internal evidence of the di- 
vine authority of any writing, ought to be considered 
of prime importance. ‘Therefore I trust it is not im- 
proper to bring these Canticles to the “ sare word of 
prophecy,” as our only infallible test. Do they reveal 
any thing of the true character of God, of his being. 
perfections, moral governinent, providence, precepts, 
and commands ;—of our duty to him, to our neighbors, 
to ourselves, or the world at large? Are we fully sat- 
isfied they are “ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction and instruction iv righteousness ?” Or shall 
we consider them merely amorous, pastoral songs, in 
capable of affording religious instruction? 

Any light which may be imparted on this subject 


will be gratefully received by one of your readers if no 
more, K. 


—_—_ | 
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